KATHARINE  THE  QUEEN          113
was the betrothal of the jilted  Princess Mary of
ten   to   the  middle-aged   widower  who  sat  upon
the   throne   of   France,      An   embassy  came   to
London from the Queen Regent of France, whilst
Francis was still a prisoner in Madrid in  1525, to
smooth  the way for  a  closer intimacy.      Special
instructions were given to the ambassador to dwell
upon   the complete recovery of Francis  from his
illness,   and  to make  the most of the Emperor's
unfaithfulness   to   his   English  betrothed   for  the
purpose  of marrying   the   richly  dowered   Portu-
guese.      Francis  eventually  regained   his   liberty
on   hard   conditions   that  included   his   marriage
with   Charles's   widowed   sister   Leonora,   Queen
Dowager of Portugal; and his sons were to remain
in Spain as hostages for his fulfilment of the terms.
But from   the  first   Francis   intended   to   violate
the treaty of Madrid, wherever possible; and early
in   1527 a stately train of French nobles,  headed
by  De  Grammont,   Bishop  of Tarbes,  came with
a  formal  demand  for  the   hand   of young   Mary
Tudor    for   the   already   much-married    Francis.
Again  the  palace  of Greenwich   was   a  blaze  of
splendour   for    the   third   nuptials   of   the   little
princess ;  and the elaborate mummery that Henry
loved was  re-enacted.1    On  the journeys to  and
from  their  lodgings  in   Merchant Taylors'   Hall,
the Bishop  of Tarbes and Viscount de Turenne
heard  nothing but muttered   curses,   saw nothing
but  frowning  faces   of  the   London   people;   for
Mary  was   in   the   eyes   of  Henry's subjects   the
1 As usual, Hall is very diffuse in his descriptions of these festivities,
especially in their sartorial aspects, and those readers who desire sucb
details may be referred to his Chronicle.
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